
 
 
 
 
	  
PRESS RELEASE 
 
16TH NOVEMBER 2015 
 
 
THE BRITISH FASHION COUNCIL ANNOUNCES ALESSANDRO MICHELE FOR GUCCI 

AS THE RECIPIENT OF THE INTERNATIONAL DESIGNER’ AWARD 
 

The 2015 International Designer Award will be presented to Alessandro Michele, in 

recognition of the year's remarkable achievements in his role as Creative Director at Gucci. 

Taking the reins as Creative Director back in January 2015, his appointment marked a brave 

and significant shift in aesthetics for Gucci – a house famed for its leather goods and 

accessories; a powerhouse that currently ranks No.2 in the global luxury goods market. The 

appointment was a considered one, and in the nine short months since Alessandro took up 

his new role, he has presented four collections that have caught the attention of the industry 

and consumers alike, and have set the fashion agenda, confirming Gucci's position as a truly 

directional fashion house. 

The appointment of Michele as Creative Director marks the culmination of a successful 13-

year career with the brand – having been brought into the Gucci fold by Tom Ford back in 

2002 after a stint at Fendi, where he served as Senior Accessories Designer. Alessandro's 

unique understanding and appreciation of the historical codes of Gucci married with his 

modern take on romanticism have created a compelling new narrative for the brand. 

Charged with overseeing all aspects of creative responsibility for the label, Alessandro 

Michele's truly contemporary and highly original vision has undoubtedly returned the iconic 

house of Gucci to the frontline of fashion, making headway and headlines for all the right 

reasons; namely the clothes. 

Natalie Massenet MBE commented: “Alessandro Michele is a phenomenon at Gucci. His 

exciting eclectic aesthetic has made an overnight impact on global fashion trends. It is not 

just that he has made the brand covetable and the product so desirable. He has also 



reinvigorated the retail experience bringing back playfulness and magic to the flagship store. 

This is a man who has his customer in his heart and celebrates them." 

The generosity and commitment of our sponsors is more vital than ever. Please help us by 

acknowledging their support for the British Fashion Awards 2015. Principal Partner 

Swarovski; Official Presenting Sponsors are M•A•C, and TONI&GUY. Official Sponsors are 

Ciroc, Marks & Spencer, Mercedes Benz and St Martins Lane hotel. The British Fashion 

Council would like to thank Diptyque Paris, Fashion & Beauty Monitor, Fiji Water, Nikki 

Tibbles Wild At Heart and Warsteiner. 
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Join the conversation: #BFA  

For British Fashion Council press enquiries please contact: 
Clara Mercer: clara.mercer@britishfashioncouncil.com / +44 (0) 207 729 1985 

Michalis Zodiatis: michalis.zodiatis@britishfashioncouncil.com / +44 (0) 207 729 1989 
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