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CHARLOTTE PERKINS GILMAN

of course, but this is dead paper and a great .
. mind) — perhaps that is one reason I do not get . [ T H E Y E L L OW
WALLPAPER

 he does not believe I am sick!

what can one do?
hysician of high standing, and one’s own husband,

friends and .relatives that there is really nothing ; s
matter with one but temporary nervous depression —2a | CharlOtte Perklns G ]'1man
ght hysterical tendency — what is one to do? Afterword by Elgine R. Hedges

My brother is also a physician, and also of high stand-
\g, and he says the same thing.

So 1 take phosphates or phosphites — whichever it is,
and tonics, and journeys, and air, and exercise, and am
absolutely forbidden to ‘work’ until I am well again.

_ Personally, I disagree with their ideas.
Personally, I believe that congenial work, with excite-

() 7/ rel W ({ g ment and change, would do me good.
. But what is one to do?
/ /[7 £
//7 g 46% [ did write for a while in spite of them; but it does

exhaust me a good deal — having to be so sly about it, or
]se meet with heavy opposition. e
I sometimes fancy that in my condition if I had less
opposition and more society and stimulus — but John says
the very worst thing I can do is to think about my condi-
tion, and I confess it always makes me feel bad.

&/ ' Sabout it. Yy
Else, why should it be let so

stood so long untenanted? '

" John laughs at me, of course, but one exp

/. marriage.

| John is practical in the extreme. He has no patience

with faith, an intense horror of superstition, and he scoffs

. openly at any talk of things not to be felt and seen and put
. down in figures.

John is a physician, and perhaps — (I would not say it to




he key down into so many of those creeping women, and they ¢,
vant to have any- But I am securely fastened now by my well

rie did not wd!

et away, 1 » & down by the front door

hout anything to

ne, and then
rner — but it

d reach sta: Hing 4 £HE on creeping just [tHe sam

ACCErn just 4 y shoulder. -
us eyes and T've got out at last,” said I
ision! I’'ve pulled off most of th

>thing despe |
mirable exerd \ | Now why should that man hafre

I don’t like to look out of the windows ever
I wonder if they all come out of that wall-pape,

rope — you don’t get me out in the road there!

& behind the pa

\ then I said it again and
____________ and said it so often N
) t of course, and ca

lat is the matter? he ried.

bd right across my path by thd wilh

Th It strjk
By wmumes in all night when
there is a ™ ‘oW it was the same

paper.
At night ify i\ight, candle light,
lamplight, ar t, it becomes bars!
The outside nan behind it is as
plain as can
Ididn’tof = e thing was thaff -
showed bel now | am quit
sure it is a
By dayl ancy it is t} g },
pattern t R -2 It keeps; . T
atee by 1 1 1 1 AR “
I lie d ‘ it is good 1l a
wewty Loy & |
ARSI TA IV Ai e edown! | (00 PIMARARDINRL D
an hour
Itisa u see I dg
sleep.

And

awake

The |--coooe e f something more to expect, to look fol s
He seems very queer sometimes, and even Jennie has to, to watch. I really do eat better, and am more q.

an inexplicable look. than I was. /( // 1 W 7
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i am evry

1

every women that %g%iglaughsscreams

i was born the woman
behind the

___wallpaper
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there's no after
the hole only seems to dissapear
as it carves deeper into
your chest

~ so get to a}itching
\ ) ‘ just know you 11 never
>0 \ get to stop






